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I. Purpose:
The purpose of this release is to inform the local districts of Chapter 154 of the Laws

of 1982 which makes two minor technical changes in section 473-a(11) and (13) of the
Social Services Law. As you know, section 473-a SSL pertains to Short Tern Involuntary
Protective Services Orders.

II. Background:
As discussed in 81 ADM-57, Chapter 991 of the Laws of 1981 established a new

section 473-a in the SSL which authorizes the districts to petition the courts for Short Term
Involuntary Protective Services Orders on behalf of adults who are at imminent risk of death
or serious physical harm and cannot understand the consequences of their situation.
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Chapter 154 corrects a typographical error and adds language that was inadvertently
dropped in the final printing of the statute. This language clarifies that a pending proceeding under
Section 9.43 of the MHL or under Articles 77 or 78 of the MHL does not preclude the
commencement of a proceeding under section 473-a SSL. A copy of this law is attached to this
release.

III. Program Implications:
The enactment of Chapter 154 has no new programmatic implications, since its provisions

have been addressed in the Department's previously released regulation and administrative
directives. Therefore, in the implementation of section 473-a SSL, districts shall continue to
proceed in accordance with the provisions of 81 ADM-57 and 82 ADM-32.

Att.




